
 

 

  This newsletter will be put on our 

website each month at the first of 

the month (even though we were a 

little late this month).  If you would 

like to receive an email when each 

newsletter is put on the website, 

just follow this link and sign up for 

the Book Buyers Club. 

  In each newsletter, we will share 

with you what we are reading, the 

best new books, bestsellers, books 

that will be coming soon, events 

that will be happening in The 

Bookmark and much more. 

  We hope that you will read the 

newsletter each month and let us 

know what you think. 

  Here at The Bookmark, the gen-

eral books department of the Uni-

versity Campus Store at the Uni-

versity of Utah, we are very excited 

to bring you our brand new 

monthly newsletter. 

  We have been considering a 

newsletter for some time now and 

have been contemplating the best 

way to get this to each of our cus-

tomers.    

  We finally decided to keep it in 

an electronic format so that we 

could post it on our web site or 

send it out in emails.  This way, if 

you find something you like that 

youôd like to pass on to a friend, 

you can give them the link or even 

send them the file.  Feel free to 

share the newsletter.  We hope you 

will find that it gives you great in-

formation about books and our 

bookstore. 

Our Inaugural Newsletter! 

When you just canõt get enough books in your life. 

  If youôre anything like us, you 

want to know about good books 

more than just once a month.  

When an author signing is added at 

the last minute, wouldnôt you like 

to know about it? 

  To help you find even more great 

books than we have room for in the 

newsletter, weôve created a book 

blog that gives you even more 

about books, events, and the book-

storeï The Bookmark at the U. 

  Every day or so, we will post a 

book review, remind you of sales 

that are approaching, or authors 

that are coming to the store. 

  If you have something youôd like 

to say about books, please feel free 

to leave comments on our blog. 

Remember: 

> All bestsellers are 30% 

off everyday. 

> Get a Book Buyers Card

-for free!  Earn $10 off 

a future book purchase. 

> Work on campus? We 

will deliver your books 

to you. 

> We ship anywhere in 

the United States. 

The Bookmark at 

the University 

Campus Store 
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Soon I Will Be Invincible 

By Austin Grossman (Pantheon, $22.95) 

Guest reviewer Josh Clemens, author of Or-

lando and Geoffrey 

 For all of its inventions and alter-

nate realities, there is something familiar and 

comfortable about science fiction.  Anyone 

who has seen more than one episode of the 

original Star Trek TV series knows that the 

ensign in the red shirt will never return with 

the away team.  Comic book characters are 

unconventional in appearance (appearances 

at conventions is another subject), but the 

plots of comic books almost always follow 

the conventional three act formula.  A hero is 

introduced, captured by the villain, then ulti-

mately escapes while the villain is attending 

to other more pressing matters and foils the 

scheme of world conquest at the last possible 

moment, bing-bang-boom.  Austin 

Grossmanôs Soon I Will Be Invincible is a 

new-yet-familiar novel that combines the 

elements of comic books and science fiction.  

Grossman, a video game consultant and doc-

toral candidate in English literature, under-

stands the conventions of the genre as well 

as anybody and uses them to his advantage. 

The book is narrated in turns by 

Doctor Impossible, an evil genius who is 

repeatedly subdued but never yields, and 

Fatale, a novice heroine trying to earn a spot 

on the worldôs greatest super-team, the 

Champions.  Doctor Impossible is a mad 

scientist (mad in the angry sense, not the 

crazy sense, he explains) who gained his 

superpowers in an accident involving one of 

his experiments; Fatale is a female cyborg 

who gained hers by becoming an experiment 

following a near-fatal accident.  As Doctor 

Impossible puts it, ñThere is a fine line be-

tween a superpower and a chronic medical 

condition.ò  Doctor Impossible demands 

respect for his intellect, while Fatale has lost 

her memory and identity along with much of 

her organic tissue ï she doesnôt even remem-

ber who rebuilt her, a point that may be a 

mystery to her but not to the reader. 

Even the most casual fan of comic 

books and Saturday morning cartoons will 

recognize Fataleôs teammates: CoreFire, 

Damsel, and Blackwolf are like alternate 

reality versions of Superman, Wonder 

Woman, and Batman, respectively.  Fatale is 

like the Bionic Woman, with a few more 

implants showing.  Lily is a crystalline 

woman who, like Emma Frost of the X-

Men, is a rehabilitated villain.  A fairy war-

rior, a tiger-man, and a magician round out 

the rest of the team.  Their headquarters are 

a cross between The Hall of Justice and the 

Fantastic Fourôs Baxter Building.  There is a 

female journalist in the Lois Lane role that 

provides a link between Doctor Impossible 

and CoreFire, his nemesis.  The similarities 

abound.  That is what gives an alternate real-

ity its appeal, of course: the similarities em-

phasize the differences.  CoreFire is hand-

some and unstoppable, but he is also dull 

and unlikable.  Damsel is a princess, but her 

mother is an amphibious alien, not an Ama-

zon.  Blackwolf is Damselôs ex-husband. 

 The Champions are recruiting 

members because CoreFire is missing and 

presumed dead.  Even Doctor Impossible is 

disturbed by this news; he doesnôt like the 

idea of someone else destroying his nemesis, 

succeeding where he has failed so many 

times.  It was one of his inventions that acci-

dentally turned CoreFire into a superhero, 

but he has yet to discover how to reverse the 

effects.  Defeating the Champions without 

CoreFire would be a hollow victory for Doc-

tor Impossible, but he cannot put his plans 

of world domination on hold simply because 

the title fight is less appealing.  ñWhat do 

you do,ò he asks, ñwhen you find out your 

heart is the wrong kind?  You take what 

youôre given, and be the hero you can be.  

Hero to your own cold, inverted heart.ò  

Heôs only being true to himself.  The out-

come of the final confrontation between the 

Champions and Doctor Impossible is a fore-

gone conclusion, and even the plot twists 

Grossman employs are conventional by 

comic book standards.  In other words, itôs 

true to form.  
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The Best Laid Plans of Lab Mice and Supermen 

òThere is a fine line 

between a 

superpower and a 

chronic medical 

condition.ó 

Austin Grossman 



 

 

Schedule of Events 

> Novemberð Pic-

ture Calendars, 

20% off 

> Nov. 5-9  Turkey 

Days Sale 

> Nov. 17  Football, 

Utah vs. New Mex-

ico @ home 

> Nov. 19-21 Rivalry 

Week 

> Nov. 22  Thanksgiv-

ing Day (Nov. 22-

24 Bookstore 

Closed) 

> Nov. 24  Football, 

Utah vs. BYU @ 

BYU 

promote his book on her 

ñwildly popular televi-

sion show.ò 

He announced his run 

for the presidency both 

as a Democrat and a 

Republican (but only in 

South Carolinaï and 

was later rejected). 

He shares his opinions 

each day on the Colbert 

Report and now gives 

you the opportunity to 

read even more of them 

He wrote an open letter 

to Oprah, congratulating 

her on being selected to 

in his award winning 

book (ñThe Stephen 

Colbert Award for the 

Literary Excellenceò). 

This is one of our top 

picks for the Holiday 

season.  If you like Col-

bert, and he knows you 

do, put this book on 

your gift list. 

I Am America (and So 

Can You!) by Stephen 

Colbert, Grand Central 

Publishing, $25.99. 

Colbert for President! (but only in South Carolina) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Turkey Days Sale 

Thanksgivingï Bookstore Closed 



 

 

The Chronicles of Narnia Pop-up Book by Robert Sabuda 

based on the books by C.S. Lewis, $29.99.  November 27th 

Based on the beloved books by C.S. Lewis, Robert Sabuda, 

the pop-up artwork genius, has recreated the characters and 

places that made this such a monumental series. 

This is sure to be one of the best-selling Christmas books this 

season. 

ries or introduce a new 

generation to this now 

classic movie. 

Every page of this book 

is fill with intricately 

detailed artwork.  Every-

thing and everyone is 

here: the Millennium 

Falcon, R2D2 and 

C3PO, the Mos Eisley 

cantina, and of course, 

Darth Vader. 

Multiple pop-ups on 

each page, show ships, 

beasts, other popular 

characters.  

Itôs the 30th anniversary 

of the release of Star 

Wars in 2007 and Star 

Wars: A Pop-Up Guide 

to the Galaxy is a great 

way to relive the memo-

One of the best pages of 

the entire book is the 

last, where both Darth 

Vader and Luke Sky-

walker pop-up, holding 

light sabers than actually 

light up (batteries are 

replaceable).  These 

books are going fast.  

Get your piece of Star 

Wars memorabilia be-

fore everyone discovers 

this book. 

Star Wars:  A Pop-up 

Guide to the Galaxy by 

Matthew Reinhart 

(Orchard Books, 

$32.99). 

May the Force be with you The Bookmark at the 

University Campus Store 

270 South 1500 East 

Salt Lake City, UT  84112 

Phone: 801.581.3536 

Fax: 801.581.3139 

E-mail: 

gbooks@bookstore.utah.edu 

Weôre on the Web! 

www.bookstore.utah.edu 

Coming Soon 

T is for Trespass by Sue Grafton, $26.95, December 4th  

The latest installment in the Kinsey Milhone series.  Sue Graf-

ton takes on elder abuse and identity theft in the 20th book of 

the alphabet mysteries. 

Graftonôs well crafted heroine and wonderful dialogue are ex-

actly what her fans have been waiting for.  Kinsey Milhone fans 

will be thrilled to open this gift on Christmas morning. 

The Venetian Betrayal by Steve Berry, $25.95, December 11th  

With his previous books Berry has proved he is a master of sus-

pense and action thrillers.  His books have take us around the 

world on chases for priceless treasures. 

Now Cotton Malone goes on a search for Alexander the Greatï 

how did he really die and where was he buried.  Fans of Dan 

Brown will find Steve Berry to be just as intriguing. 

ñA room with-

out books is like 

a body without 

a soul.ò 

-Cicero 

http://www.bookstore.utah.edu

